Hello from Northfield Ecocentre
We have had a busy but fun few weeks. We held our first volunteer training session this month, our first sewing class and a gardening workshop. Thank you to everyone who attended, contributed and taught me something new. I’ve learnt how to make my own shopping bag, how to make biodegradable seedling pots, how to reuse old tyres and I’ve met loads of great people. We’ve also had some great ideas come out of these sessions including holding a plant sale in Spring next year.
We will be running more of these events over the coming months. If there is something you would like to see the Ecocentre offer (that relates to sustainable living) please do let us know.

Regular Sewing Workshops: drop in FREE sessions FRIDAY MORNINGS 10AM – 12PM

Due to the success of the sewing class we will be running a regular sewing drop in session on Friday mornings. The aim of these workshops is for people to meet, chat & learn something new. People new to sewing can learn from those with more experience. People with lots of experience could well learn something new too.
We will be making shopping bags, door stops, draught excluders and more, moving on to more advanced stuff in time. While we are starting to sew by hand we do have 2 sewing machines at the Ecocentre so plan to offer some sessions on machine sewing in the future.

If you want something for your house, or a fashion item but don’t know how to make it come along to the workshop & we’ll work it out together. You don’t need to commit to coming weekly, just come when you can.

Creative Days at Northfield Quaker Meeting House

If a weekly session isn’t enough for you there will be a week of led workshops to try out new crafts or ideas at the Quaker Meeting House (round the back of the Ecocentre next to Victoria Common). With a different activity every day there is something for everyone. 

Dabble & Babble Week Tuesday 18th – Saturday 22nd August. For more information contact Tina Helfrich on tinahelfrich@btinternet.com 

News from the garden

We’ve had a couple of setbacks recently with the garden as we discovered a pre-historic & persistent weed, Mare’s Tail, is present & trying to dominate. We also plan to have all our soil replaced with top soil rather than rubble. This means we have yet to plant our fruit & veg plots although our herb garden is thriving. We are planting in containers though & have a healthy crop of beans growing in an old tyre currently. Any other suggestions like this, please let us know.

We will run more workshops soon, if you know someone who is a keen gardener & might be interested in passing on a skill or too please point them in our direction.

If you want to look round a beautiful, well established organic garden with lake, conservation areas & ten acres of ground then Woodbrooke’s Open Garden Day is for you.

Children's activities, craft stalls and demonstrations, a labyrinth and a bouncy castle will complement garden tours led by Woodbrooke’s knowledgeable gardener. Refreshments and boat rides on the lake will also be offered. With something to suit everyone, this is truly a day for the entire family. 

This year’s Open Garden Day will be Sunday, 21 June from 2:30 to 5:30 p.m; admission is £3 for adults and £1.50 for children. Woodbrooke is situated conveniently on the main Bristol Road in Selly Oak opposite Witherford Way. Click here to view directions. 
Do you have a green issue you want to get off your chest?

Northfield Ecocentre now has a lively blog: http://northfieldecocentre.blogspot.com/

Do you have a vision of a better world? Do you have ideas for how to get there?

Whether you’re up for posting once a week or once in a blue moon, we’re looking for contributors to keep our blog buzzing!

Just send a short message to: Dave@northfieldecocentre.org and we’ll invite you to join the team.

Dates for your diary

The Ecocentre team will be at loads of local events over the summer, come & chat with us or even better give us a hand for a couple of hours.
Water for Life, Cannon Hill Park – Sunday 7th June

Carers Week at Northfield Baptist Church – Tuesday 9th June

Selly Oak Park event – Saturday 20th June

Northfield Carnival – Saturday 4th July
CocoMad – Saturday 4th July

Kings Norton Farmers Market – Saturday 8th August

June’s Tip of the Month 
If you’re having trouble with pesky slugs eating your tomatoes, beans, strawberries or other veg plant them in pots and put a think smearing of Vaseline all around the lip. Slugs won’t be able to get to your plants anymore.
“Your Planet Needs You – Unite to Combat Climate Change” World Environment Day – Friday 5th June.

Getting local communities involved with the fight against climate change is vital to changing attitudes. All around the world on 5th June people will be finding out how they can live more sustainably & pushing their governments to agree a crucial new deal on the climate in Copenhagen in December. Why not find out things you can do or encourage your friends & family to take action by visiting Northfield Ecocentre? We are open 10am to 1pm on Friday 5th June.
